memoirs of a gash gourmet

Autobiographical candor
reaches new heights as Bob
Greene details with devas-
tating graphic power this
story of a fantastic Negro’s
four decades of bedroom ad-
ventures. Psychologically
revealing and socially sig-
nificant, Greene’s masterful
narrative has an impact
that naked truth alone
can produce.




SEX REBEL: BLACK

...is the startlingly candid account of
how Bob Greene, a Negro without a
racist message, devoted four decades of
his life to bodily and empathetic assoc-
iations with humankind. Autobiography
seldom reaches the heights of revelation
and understanding to be found in this
psychologically and socially significant
story of a man’s multitudinous bedroom
adventures.,
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Introduction

By Dale Gordon, Ph.D.
SEX REBEL: BLACK

Not since My Secret Life has any book been des-
tined to create the tempest Sex Rebel: Black undoubt-
edly will. This controversial, almost incredible volume
is a non-iction sexual self-confession, an intensely
personal autobiography. It is so sexy its pages fairly
sizzle, yet it tells the story of the current sexual
revolution better and more accurately than anything
published in recent years.

Here we see four decades of “swinging,” wife-swap-
ping and sexual freedom pass before our eyes in erotic
episode after erotic episode, described as they were
actually experienced. We visit the sexual underground,
meet its inhabitants, hear their stories in their lan-
guage, and vicariously participate in their winters of
discontent and summers of joy. We are invited inside
the minds of people who walk thinly veiled behind the
headlines of the sensation-seeking press, and perhaps
for the first time we understand these people who rebel
against society and its accepted standards.

Among the more amazing things about this book are
its breadth and scope. Beginning in the lean, hard
years of the depression in Chicago, we see the social
and economic changes wrought by World War II, the
affluent society of the forties and fifties, and then cross
the Pacific to have an in-depth look at the homogenous
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6 BOB GREENE

society of Honolulu and return to the mainland to view
the current “swinging” society of Southern California.
And although all of this is seen strictly through one
man’s eyes, it is a view few of us have ever been
privileged to witness.

The author’s sexual exploits will excite some, shock
others, be repulsive to many and absolutely curl the
hair on the censors’ heads. Mr. Greene, however, han-
dles this so beautifully in his foreword T feel little can
be added. His purpose is not to shock, but to spell out
his life as he actually lived it. And in so doing he gives
us one of the most candid views of our sensual society
yet published. He shows us how, in his world, sex was
first used as a crutch and then became a means of
self-expression. His is the approach of the hedonist, sex
for nothing more than the sheer physical pleasure it
brings.

Clinical psychologists and students of human be-
havioral patterns will find this book invaluable in their
research. In a very real sense it’s a casebook on both
normal and abnormal behavior. We see fear of impo-
tency, latent homosexuality, sadomasochism, urolag-
nia, an inferiority complex and emotional insecurity all
in one kaleidoscopic personality. All these sexual aber-
rations are portrayed not from the imagination of some
fiction writer, but as they actually take place in every-
day life. And even more important, the author freely
admits his psychological condition.

Many will feel this is an illustration of one man’s
struggle against homosexuality, and there is ample
evidence to make such a case. The author was strongly
attracted to his mother. The incident in the privy
where she urinated on a lizard to kill it was certainly
traumatic in the author’s life. At that moment a fas-
cination with the female genitalia was born, and this
was to follow him for the rest of his life. In fact, this
single incident provides us with the foundation for

SEX REBEL: BLACK 7

many of the author’s subsequent behavior patterns. His
desire for female urine, seminal fluids, or, for that
matter, anything that comes from the vagina, can be
traced back to this incident.

The author’s absolute and unfaltering devotion to
cunnilingus may be viewed as either a fear of impo-
tency or a fear of castration, both of which are impor-
tant parts of the homosexual syndrome. The same may
be said of his hypersexual activity, his driving need for
continuous sexual conquest. The “cocksmen” of our
society are often those who are fighting the hardest
against sexual inversion.

Greene tells us he does not enjoy anal intercourse in
any form. While this may appear odd coming from one
who claims total sexual emancipation, it could very
well be one more facet of his struggle against homosex-
uality. In his own words, he is a “gourmet of gash” and
his every act must be directed toward the female
gerdtalia. .

While all this may be true, we cannot casually
dismiss Greene’s argument that he is a hedonist—the.
complete sex machine; as it were. What happens to the
homosexual theory when we find Greene performing
fellatio on another male? While it is true that he
engages in this act only a few times in his life, we must
remember that he does so willingly and without reser-
vation. This can hardly be a man who resists any overt
homosexual act. It could be argued that Greene uses
fellatio with other males to gain sexual experiences
with their wives, but this is far from the entire story.
What we actually see here is the emergence of the
bi-sexual personality in our modern society. Those who
embrace the hedonistic view approach sex from the
purely physical aspect. They make no differentiation
between sexes and seek pleasure for the sake of pleas-
ure. By running along the physical plane they feel
that they can successfully avoid the hazards of emo-
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tional hang-ups. This is a philosophy, a creed among
millions of people today and it cannot be dismissed
lightly.

When Bob Greene takes another man’s penis in his
mouth, he does so to provide pleasure for the man.
And while there may be strong homosexual tendencies
in his personality, this particular act is not so moti-
vated. He is here fulfilling his desire to be the complete
sex machine, the instrument of pleasure for his partner,
regardless of gender. In each encounter, Greene’s
satisfaction comes -only after he has satisfied his
partner.

The separation of the sexual act and emotional
involvement is certainly not unique. William and Jer-
rye Breedlove, in their Swap Clubs, and Matt and
Kathleen Galant, in Sex Rebels, reported that this was
the philosophy of the hundreds of couples they inter-
viewed among the wife-swappers. Like Bob Greene,
these people believed in and practice sexual freedom
without emotional involvement. This in itself would
not be remarkable if only a small minority were in-
volved, but sexual researchers have published docu-
mented evidence that an estimated ten million married
couples in this country have participated in some form
of wife-swapping. If we use the 1960 census figures,
there are approximately 40 million married couples
between the ages of twenty-five and forty (the average
age in the wife-swapping set). This would indicate that
one out of every four couples in this age bracket has
participated in wife-swapping!

I think that is what makes this book so important, It
gives us an intimate and in-depth look at the modern
generation. We see the progressive steps toward what
many sociologists call the “sensual society.” Sex be-
comes the be-all, end-all, of g restless, insecure society,
whose individual members have to search farther and
farther afield for stimulation and satisfaction.
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We see this reflected in the author’s life. From his
rather normal beginning in sex, Greene progresses
through almost every stage of sexual deviation until he
ends up in the bizarre, fetishistic, sadomasochistic
relationship with Flame and her husband, Andy. The
more he experiments, the more it takes to satisfy him.
The more bizarre the situation, the more he enjoys it.
Yet through all of this, he somehow maintains a deli-
cate balance. Disregarding for a moment his fixations
on cunnilingus, semen and urine, which influence him
from almost the very beginning, we never see Greene
go off the deep -end in any single direction. He remains
consistent, and that is amazing considering the circum-
stances.

The author emerges as two distinet personalities in
his autobiography. As a young man he seeks an iden-
tity, both in his own ethnic group and in society as a
whole. This quest is fulfilled in the almost poignant
love story of his affair with Diane and Ermnie. Here his
emotional involvement is total. He literally loves the
couple, and the three form an empathetic commune in
which each shares on an equal basis. His world is
shattered and his life is meaningless when tragedy
strikes this relationship and Bob Greene goes to pieces.
He withdraws into a shell, pulling his emotions in after
him, and his search must begin all over again. From
this point on, he struggles to recreate the relationship
he had with Diane and Ernie. His affair with Hilda,
his marriage to Charlene, the encounter with Dorothy
and Lloyd in Honolulu, and finally the orgies with
Flame and Andy are all part of this search, the attempt
to recreate the “sharing” he had found and then real-
ized was so important to life’s continuance. For it was
through this “sharing” that Bob Greene found his
identity in the world.

There may be some who will doubt the authenticity
of this intensely personal autobiography. I must admit





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































